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Film Review of Grave of the Fireflies.
Animation films have attracted mixed perceptions from viewers. As such, animation films concerning war have been regarded as advantageous to modern society. One benefit of using animation to highlight the ramifications of war is that viewers plan effective ways to prevent future wars. Animation films clearly show sufferings and tragedies that people experience in wars. Although the characters are not real, they succeed in helping viewers to understand the effects of war. After they watch animation films, viewers can note some consequences of war such as death, loss of property and injuries (Takahata, 2009). Watching animation films challenges viewers to be cautious as they prevent another way. 
The consequences of simplifying reality within a film, and making it surround ideas and not experiences encourage violence. After watching animation films, viewers may be motivated to engage in wars in their real lives, which may encourage more violence (Takahata, 2009). As a viewer, this can lead to more powerful experiences such as fear. Again, I consider this an anti-war film for it shows the effects of war such as starvation, desperation, death, and sufferings to survivors. I do not agree with the director’s logic that the film is not an anti-war for it cannot prevent another war from happening. I believe the film has a compelling lesson of war to people. In other words, the ramifications of the war in the film should act as a lesson that should challenge people to prevent wars in future. An anti-war film discourages violent activities, armed conflicts as it shows devastating scenes of human beings being dehumanized by military machines before they are killed. This logic negates the idea of art as resistance since it fails to prevent another war, which is one of the functions of art. 
The character of Seita used by Takahata to critique unquestioned patriotism by showing that she is a responsible, caring and loyal to her nation (Takahata, 2009). I agree with Goldberg’s analysis because Seita’s faith symbolically shows futile Japan’s efforts on winning the war. She successfully upheld her argument by using symbolism on Seita’s strong believe on his father and army and Japan’s efforts to win the war. My previous knowledge of Japan’s role in WW2 that help me understand this statement explains concerns its aggressiveness. As such, it signed the Tripartite Pact with Nazi Germany and Italy hence agreeing to help each other in case any of them was attacked. I think that it is easy to become apathetic and complacent because of the availability of limited or poor options to end the suffering and devastation. 
These films help to disrupt this as they clearly show the people lack options to end the devastations of war. According to Takahata (2009), it is crucial to view the war in more myriad and nuanced ways than just battle or strategy. This is because other critical aspects such as the implications and disruption of peace should also be considered. I think the choice of including Seita’s death by starvation at the beginning of the film was made for viewers to know the severe effects of war and violence. Knowing the fate of Seita and Setsuko from the get-go shifted my viewing because it sheds light on the ramifications of violence in any nation, hence the need of refraining from violence.
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